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+ coke $ OCTOR DODD, though by his 
XK 3X »{+ own confeſſion he had for ſome 
4 D N*k+ paſt years indulged bimſelf in a vo- 
Y luptuous life, yet, after his confine« 
& ment, lived with preat temperance, 
S according to Mr. Villette the Ordi- 
nary of Newegate's account; though he might,-as 
| he himſelf ſaid, have lived luxuriouſly, throught 
the {SE Wb of his friends. 
He employed part of his time in amending & 
Book of Devotions for the Uſe of Priſoners, writ- 
ten by one Roſle]], as appears by a letter he wrote . 
to the Ordinary : 


© DEAR SIR, 


< In conſequence of our converſation, I have 
6« peruſed Roſlell's book+ with attention. There 
« is agreat deal of good mattcr in it, but j}I-di- 
«« geſted, andoften very il! expreſſed. Fl have been 
© at much pains to reform what appeared to me 
"8 Erroneous, and to arrange what 1s irregular and 
A | & CON » 


+ A book of devotions for the uſe. of priſonas. 
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confuſed; "To fay the truth, I have ſpent many 
hours in an endeavour to render his work more 


* uniform, and conſequently more uſeful. How 


far I have ſucceeded, I cannot tell ; for I freely 
own to you, that his multiplicity of chaotic 
matter has often ſo entangled and perplexed me, 


that I have been ſcarce maſter of my own ideas, 
and, I verily believe, could have compoſed a 


work on the ſubje with leſs trouble than it 
has coſt me to reviſe this. And, after all, I am 


doubtful whether the upſhot of the matter, in_ 
this arrangement, will not be the ſame with me_ 


as with thoſe who, under a notion of ſaving ex= 
pences, repair, add to, and reform an old build- 


ing, which, after a]), is but an old one, and in 


the end commonly turns out as expenſive, tho” 
by no means ſo commodious, as one entirely 


new would have proved. Of this, however, 


you, Sir, muſt be the beſt judge, whoſe expe- 


rience on theſe heads is preferable to any mere 


ideas of my poor brain, eſpecially in its preſent 
diſturbed and unſettled ſtate. Had I been maſter 
of more leiſure, or longer time, I think I could 
have made the book better, and more calculate 
ed to anſwer its humane deſign, As it is, and 
ſolicitous as I am to improve every moment in 
my preſent awful ſtate, you will accept what I 
have done as a little tribute of my good-will 


to you, and as a proof that I am defirous, in 
every fituation, to do all in my humble power 


to contribute a mite to the beſt welfare of my 


| fellow-creatures, I could wiſh that a ſhort 
Addreſs to my unhappy fellow priſoners, which 


I have written, and will communicate to you, 
might be prefixed to the work z as, perhaps, 
from the ſad ſingularity of my unfortunate cir- 


@ 


4 


_ 


66 TR 
«* cum=-, 


7 "os 
Y, 


(31 


© cumſtances, it may gain more attention from 


« them than the much better labours of another 
&« perſon. That God may bleſs and affift you in 
&« the performance of your doleful, but neceſſary 
« and important office, is, Sir, the fervent prayer 
« of Your dying brother, 
0. & (In our common Lord) 


_« WILLIAM DODD.” 


He was led by the flattery of his friends, before 
the order for execution arrived, that he ſhould 


Q 


find mercy. One of his friends had, ſome days 
before, ſent him a congratulatory letter upon ob- 


taining his pardon, which he told him he heard 
was procured through the interceſſion of the Prince 
of Wales, His mind was, in conſequence, great- 
ly agitated between hope and fear, ſo that he had a 
very diſtreſſed night before the order came, and was 


not well prepared for the dreadful news, His 


friends begun to open it to him by degrees, but he 
requeſted them to tell him the truth at once; for 
he imagined by their countenances how the matter 
was, He told the Ordinary ſoon after, that he 
had only indulged himſelf for the three preceding 
days with hopes of mercy from what his friends 
had faid to him ; for. that he had all along,even from 
his firſt entrance into the goal, given himſe}f up 
as a loſt man, After the firſt ſhock of the news 


of his being included in the death warrant was 


ſubſided, he became more compoſed, and his mind, 


In general, intent upon a preparation for death, 


uring his confnement he had a number of let- 


| ters ſent to him from different perſons, among 


which was the following letter from the Right 
Honourable the Counteſs of Huntingdon ; 


A-'2. « Reverend 
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. *6'Reverend Sir, *-. | T3 


©. FROM the firſt hearing of your unfortunate 
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ſituation, I could not look for any lefs ſupplies 
of ſupport and comfort for yov, than to Him 
who choſe for our ſakes to be numbered with 
the tranſgreſſors. - You are maſter of every ra- 
tional and icripture argument, and in this, per- 
haps, ipferior to few, And I earneſtly pray 
God theſe may have their place, and their times 
of conſo]ation for you, Re 


| «©. But reaſon, or the wiſeſt concluſions drawn 
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from even truth itſelf, neither removes the ſtings 
of guilt, nor poſſeſſes the foul with that peace 
which ever paſſes the beft informed underſtand- 
ing» O no! nothing but that voice of Al- 


mighty power that ſpoke fromthe croſs to your 


ſuffering. companion there, can be your point 


now: . And we all, like him, muft paſs ſentence. 
upon ourſelves, and ſay, Ye indeed receive the 


due reward of our deeds. \. How ſoon the wel- 
come requeſt, Lord remember ne, &c. reached 
the heart of our Divine Subſtitute ! how ſpeedy 
the relief ! how laſting and complete the com- 
fort! The meaning of my prayers and tears 
for your grief, would have no other language 
but, Go, and do thou likewiſe. Forgive, and do 


+<% not wonder you ſhould find my views ſo limited 


as this ſeems for your only relief, Were life 


extended to.its Jateſt poflible period, the alone 
© ſolid or well-grounded hope of happineſs muft 


ſubſiſt purely by this interior blefling; as mak» 


<< ing the little good we have on earth have all its 


ſafety, and all the various evils of a miſerable 
world wiſely or rationally ſupported by it. Thus 
every thing unites to render the importunity of 


your ſuffering heart the happy ſubject of this * 
© mercy. 
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mercy. This mercy, once obtained, will bear 


you through the fluctuating emotions, and va- 
rious. views of life and death, which ſo imme- 


diately and naturally operate upon you, and: 


even cauſe you to glory in tribulation, 


« May you thus rejoice in the truth and power 
| of that religion you have ſo long profeſſed and 


taught to others, and becoming a witneſs of our 


Saviour's grace to ſinners, be enabled to preach- 
the beſt fermon you ever preached in your life, . 


and to people the moſt miſerable and ignorant 


of the high Chriſtian privilege of ſalvation by - 
the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt! Should-: 
he anſwer the effectionate cries of his poor un= 
worthy people for you, and that arm of infinite 
conſolation be ftretched out for your ſtrength. 
| and eternal blcſſedneſs, how little will the appen« 
 dages of death appear, which to mere ſuffering 


nature is ſo bitter; and how thankfully will 


you fee Juſtice and Mercy thus met. together, 


and mixed in that cup, ſo ſevere in the eyes of 
others; or ſhould the tender compaſhons of 
Royal Mercy be extended to ſave from the pre- 
ſeat ſuffering hour, yet only in life, or in the 


more remote event of death, this grace muſt be 
' the one cauſe of praife, through time and eterni- 


ty for you, It is for-this I would moſt affec- 


tignately recommend you day and night, And 


it is to him who is able to do abundantly above 


all we can aſk or think ; and thus I beg ta: 


remain a ſympathifing friend, and, Reverend 
Sir, your humble ſervant, 


S. Wales. 0", HUNTINGDON. ” 


| Books of very -ifaraae contents were alſo ſent 
Wo 


him ; iv that he had ſuch a collection of dif- 
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ferent ſyſtems of doctrine forced upon him in books 
and letters, as might, according to the Ordinary's 
expreſſion, diftreſs and perplex any human being, 
He was alſo viſited by perſons of very different 
ſentiments and complexions, but always mentioned 
his ſatisfation when viſited by men of ſenſe and 
piety, Among others, he ſpoke reſpeafully of. 
Mr. Weſley, and likewiſe of Mr. Romaine, who 
| Paid him a viſit a ſhort time before his death : 


From the laſt of theſe gentlemen he received pe- 


_ euliar comfort, and ſaid that they parted mutually 
ſatisfied. He frequently appeared to have a deep 
ſenſe of his paſt offences ; and expreſſed, when he 
reflected upon the great love of God in the redemp- 
tion of the world through Chriſt, his unworthi- 
_ neſs, and a great abhorrence of his ingratitude to- 
wards him in having deviated from him and his 
divine precepts : this he often did with tears, He 
frequently bemoaned his having brought ſuch diſ- 
honour upon religion, and upon the ſacred func- 
tion; and declared, with great emotion, that if he 
could wipe off the offence he had thus given, he 
would gladly ſubmit to the greateſt tortures ; and 
would rather die than return into the world again 
to offend his God, and aR inconſiſtent with his 
holy will, He often expreſſed his willingneſs to 
die a natural] death, but painful apprehenfions of a 
public execution, attended with a]l the tragic, and 
yet diſorderly, parade uſual in this country, He 
ſpoke of the execution of others who had ſuffered 
on account of their crimes, and faid he did not 
think that heroiſm was a proper ſtate of mind for 
ſuch ; humble hope was the higheſt they could 
alpire to : heroiſm and triumph belonged to mar- 
tyrs, He uttered frequently his thankfulneſs that 
he had enjoyed ſo much compoſure of a 
; _ 
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and comfortable reſt, free from any diſtreſſing 


dreams, fince his confinement, and found himſelf 
more happy after his detection than before, He 


| Taid that he eſteemed his aflition as a fatherly 


correCtion from God, to bring him into thoſe paths 
of reitude from which he had (for ſome years 
erred, | | 

The day before his execution, he expreſſed what 
a trial it would be to take a final leave of his wife, 
who had been remarkably aff-tionate to him du- 
ring the twenty-ſeven years they had been married, 
In the evening of the.ſame day, after he was in his 
room, he ſaid, Now the bitterneſs of death is paſt. 


He then related that he had taken a tender leave 


of his friends, and from his deareſt friend, his wife. 
He ſaid, ** I was much afraid of this ſcene, but 
it paſſed over much eaſier than I could have poſſibly 


imagined, and Mrs, Dodd behaved on the occaſion 


better than I expeted ; we parted as thoſe who 


| hope to meet again.” He declared repeated]y,and yet 


with deep contrition, his readineſs to die, and that 
he relied wholly and confidently on the merits of 
his Lord. and Saviour, He ſpoke of the love of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus with peculiar energy, and with 
ſuch a ſenſe of his own unworthineſs, as was a 
proof that he was ſincere, and that his reſignation 
to the execution of juſtice was not atall diſſembled, 


but genuine, He praiſed the Lord for the great 


work of redemption, by which ſinners could be 
ſaved z and compared the great difference between 
the death of the moſt renowned Heathens, who 
loſt all ſight of their evil ations, and that of the 
humble, contrite Chriſtian, who ſaw at one view 
the wiſdom, holineſs, and juſtice of God, and at. 


_ the ſame time his infinite love and mercy in the 


ſalvation of finners by Jeſus Chriſt, He had ſome- 
Do : AZ times 
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times expreſſed his thoughts about our penal Jaws, © 


that they were too ſanguinary z that they. were 


azainſt not only the Jaws of God, but of naturez . 
and that his own cafe was hard ; that he ſhould die 
for an «Ct which he always declared to be wrong, 


but by which he never intended to injure any one 


individual ; and thatas the public had forgiven him, 


he thought he might have been pardoned. But 


now he laid all theſe thoughts touching himſelf 
* aſide, though he continued to think in. the ſame 


manner of the penal Jaws to his end, 


Upon the coming in of a faithful and ſteady 


friend, and a Clergyman, he ſaid, among other 


things, ** I have requeſted of my friends to-day 


What 1 now requeſt alſo of you, It is poſſible 


that, after my death, ſome of my kind triends, who | 


have ſo earneſtly ſolicited my pardon, but in vain, 


and vthers, may charge the King and his Coun» 


ſc]lors' with eruelty, and uſe improper language, 


out of love to me 3; make it known, that I declare 
this to be far from my thoughts: I love and ho-. 
" _nour the King ; I doubt not his humanity : he 


and his Counſellors have acted according to juſtice, 
| and his Majeſty would have extended mercy, if he 

could have thought it confiſtent with the welfare 
_ of the nation,” He then lifted up his hands, and 
_ prayed, ** O Almighty God, thou King of Kings, 


bleſs our gracious King ; ſupport and | ſtrengthen 


| him, eſtabliſh His throne in righteouſneſs; give 
pzace in his day, O Lord ; make an end of dif. 
ſenfioo, and put a ſtop to the preſent unnatural 
war. O yive his Counſellors wiſdom, and bleſs 
them. Amen,” After this, going to prayer, he 
ſhed many tears, ond concluded with ſaying, 5* O 
Lord J: ſus Chriſt, let a poor ſinner yet ſpeak unto 
thee,. though unworthy : O ftrengthen my faith, 


come 
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comfort and ſupport me, have mercy upon me, and 
forgive me my fins, for the ſake of thy holy, pre- 
cious blood, Amen,” He ſaid, that'if the Lord 
would leave it to his choice to be now annihilated, 
by which means all would be over, or that he 
ſhould dje, and ſtand the chance of eternal life, or 
eternal miſery, he would not give up his hope of 
the glorious inheritance, no, not for ten thouſand 
worlds, 


On the morning of his execution he appeared 


compoſed, and being aſked how he had been ſup- 


ported, he ſaid he had had ſome comfortable ſleep, 


whereby he ſhould be the better enabled to per- 


| form his duty. In the Veſtry, adjoining to the 
Chapel, he exhorted his fellow-ſufferer, who had 
attempted to deſtroy himſelf, but had been pre- 
vented by the vigilance of the Keeper. He ſpoke 
to him with preat tenderneſs and emotion of heart, 
entreating him to conſider that he had but a ſhort 


time to live, and that it was highly neceſſary 


that he, as well as himſelf, made good uſe of their 
time, implored pardon of God under a deep ſenſe 
of fin, and looked to that Lord by whoſe merits 
alone ſinners could be ſaved. He lifted. up his 
hands, and cried out, ** O Lord Jeſus, have mer- 
cy upon us, and give, O give unto him, my fel- 
low ſinner, that as we ſuffer together, we may go 
together to Heaven,” His converſation to this 
poor youth was ſo moving, that tears flowed from 
the eyes of all preſent. 

' In the Chapel at prayer, and the holy come 
munion, true contrition and warmth of Gevoiion_ 
appeared evident in him throughout the whole ſer- 
vice, After it was ended, he again acdrefied him- 
ſelf to Harris in the moſt moving and perſuaſive 
manner, and not without eltect 3 for he declared 

that 
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that he was glad he had not made age with him» 
ſelf, and ſaid he was eaſier, and hoped he ſhould 


now go to Heaven, The Doctor told him how 


Chriſt had ſuffered for them ; and that he himſelf 
was a greater ſinner than he, as he had finned more 
againſt light and conviction, and therefore his guilt 
was preater z and that as he was CONFIDENT that 
mercy was ſhewn to his ſoul, fo he ſhould look tO 


Chriſt, and truſt in his merits. 


He prayed God to bleſs his friends, who were 
preſent with him, and to give his bleſſing to all 
his brethren, the Clergy ; that he would pour out 


his ſpirit upon them, = make them true miniſters 


of Jeſus Chrift, and that they might follow the . 


divine precepts of their heavenly Maſter. Turn- 


ing to one who ſtood' near him, he ſtretched out. 
his hand, and ſaid, ** Now, my dear friend, ſpe- 


_ culation is at an ond: all muſt be real ! What 


we 


poor ignorant beings we are He prayed for the 


Magdalenes, and wiſhed they were there to ſing . - 


for him the 23d Pſalm. 
| Aﬀeer he had waited ſome time for the Officers, 

he ſaid, ** I wiſh they were ready, for I long to 
be cone,” He requeſted of his friends, who were 
in tears about him, to pray for him ;z to which he. 
was anſwered by two of them, «« We pray more 


than language can utter,” He replied, ** I be=- 


lieve it.” 
On his ſeeing two. — looking out of the 


windows in the yard, he went to them, and ex- 


horted them ſo pathetically, that they both wept 


_ abundantly, He ſaid once, 4* I am now a ſpec- 


tacle to men, and ſhall ſoon be a ſpectacle to. 


” wages.” 


Juſt before the Sheriff's Officer came with the 
halters, one who was walking with him, told him 
_ that 
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that there was yet a little ſolemnity he muſt paſs 


through before he went out, He aſked, ** What 
is that?” © You will be bound,” He looked 
up, and ſaid, ** Yet I am free, my freedom is 
there,” pointing upwards. He bore it with Chriſf- 
tian patience, and beyond what might have been 
_ expected z and when the men offered to excuſe 
tying his hands, he deſired them to do their duty, 
 and- thanked them for their kindneſs. After he 
was bound, the Ordinary offered to affiſt him with 
his armz but he replied with ſeeming pleaſure, 
«© No! I am as firm as a rock.” As he paſſed 
along the yard, the ſpeRators and priſoners wept 
and bemoaned him; and he, in return, prayed 
God to bleſs them. 


On the way to execution he conſoled himſelf 


in refleting and ſpeaking on what Chriſt had ſuf- 
_ fered for him; 


and ſaid he could gladly have died in the priſon= 


yard, as being led out to public execution tended. 
greatly to diſtreſs him. He defired the 51ft Pſalm 


'to be read to him, and alſo pointed out an admi- 
rable penitential prayer from Roſlell's Priſoner's 
DireQor. 
likewiſe for the people. 

When he came near the Rreet where he former- 


ly dwelt, he was much affected, and wept. He 


Gaid, probably his tears would ſeem to be the effect 
of cowardice, but it was a weakneſs he could not 
well help ; and added, he hoped he was going to 
a better home. 
When he arrived at the gallows, he aſcended 
the cart, and ſpoke to his fellow-ſufferer. He thea 


prayed, not only for «himſelf, but alſo for his wife, 


_ and the unfortunate youth that ſuffered with him 3 
| and 


; lamented the depravity of human 
* nature, which made ſanguinary laws neceſſary; _ 


He prayed again for the King, and 
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and declaring that he died in the true faith of the 


goſpel of Chjift, in perfe& love and charity with 


all mankind, and with thankfulneſvto kis friends, 


| he was lavinched (into eternity, imploring mercy 


for his ſoul, for the ſake of his bleed Redeemer. | 


Dr. DODD': laſt SOLEMN DECLARATION, ? 
which he intended ſhould have been read for him 

| by the Ordinary at. the Place of Execution, but 
; was omitted, as fuppoſen ng t would not be heard, 


'T O the words of dying men regard hes always 
been paid. I am brought hither to ſuffer 


death for an act of fraud, of which I confeſs my- 


ſelf guilty with ſhame; ſuch as my former ſtate of 
life natura)}ly produces, and 1 hope with ſuch ſor- 
row as He, to whom the heart is known, will not 
diſregard, TI repent that I have violated the laws 


by which peace and confideace are eſtabliſhed a-_ 


mong men : I repent that I have attempted to in- 


jure my fellow-creatures ; and 1 repent that L 
| have brought diſgrace upon my order, and diſ- 


credit upon religion : but my offences againſt God. 
are without name or number, and can admit. only. 
of genera] confeſlion and general repentance, — 
Grant, Almighty Grod, for the fake of Jeſus 
Chriſt, that my repentance, however ate, howerer 
imperfeR; may not be in- vain, 

_ "Phe little good that now remains in my power, 
is to warn others againſt thoſe temptatiuns by 
which I have been ſeduced, | have always ſinned 
againſt conviction ; my »rinciples have never been. 


FO ſhaken : T always contlidered the Cariſtian religion 
as a revelation from God, and its Divine Author . 
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as the. Saviour--of the: world ; but the Jaws of 
God, tho? never diſowned by me, have often , been 
forgotten. —— I was led aſtray from religious 
firitaeſs by the deluſton of ſhew, and the delights 
of voluptuouſneſs, I never knew or attended 
to the calls of frugality, or the needfu] minute- 
neſs of painfu} ceconomy., Vanity and pleaſure, 
into which I plunged, required expence diſpro- 
portionate to my income ;z expence brought dif- 
treſs upon me ; and diftreſs, importunate diſtreſs, 
urged: me to temporary fraud. 

For this fraud I am to die; and I die declaring, 


in the moſt ſolemn manner, that however I have 


deviated from my own precepts, I have taught 
others, to the beſt of my knowledge, and with 


_ all ſincerity, the true way to eternal happineſs, 
_ My life, for ſome few unhappy years paſt, has 
been dreadfally erroneous, but my miniftry has 
been always ſincere, TI have conſtantly believed, 
and I now leave the world ſolemnly avowing my 
conviction, that there is no other name under Hea- 


ven by which we can be ſaved, but only the name 


_ of the Lord Jeſus; and 1 intreat all who are here 


to join with me in my laſt petition, that, for the 


ſake of that Lord Jeſus Chrift, my fins may be 


forgiven, and my foul received into his everlaſting 
kingdom. 


Py June 27, 1777+. _,. WILLIAM DODD. 


 REFLEXIONS on the foregoing ACCOUNT. 


LTHOUGH it is right to ſay nothing to 
increaſe the pangs of a dying crimina), or, 
indeed, of any other dying man ; aſthough it does 


not become us to put any limits to the Divine 
 Good- 
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Goodneſs and Mercy ; yet it ſeems to have a ten- 
dency to deftroy all care and vigilance in regard to 
a Chriſtian life among the people to inculcate to 
them in the ſtrongeſt manner, that they may be 
ſaved in the laſt hour,and even have aſſurance of it, 
if they but cry out for mercy, & lay hold of the me- 
rits of a Saviour, and the like, even tho' they have 
been offenders againſt the eternal and' immutable 
| laws of juſtice, virtue, and goodneſs, and all the 
precepts of Chriſt, their whole lives, and are un- 
der the immediate terrors of undergoing capital 
_ puniſhment, before they turn to God or Chriſt, 
This doQtrine has been greatly inculcated of late 
years among the people, by thoſe who go under the 
denomination of Methodiſts, whether preaching in 
churches or out of them, There was ſcarce a'cri- 
minal ſuffered at Briſtol for ſome years paſt, but 
| a late Clergyman who attended Newgate there, 
it is ſaid, if they expreſſed contrition, and 
a faith and truſt in the merits of Chriſt, gave 
the firmeſt aſſurance to of their being ſaved, 
or admitted into Heaven ; and not only fo, but, in 
the 2ccounts publiſhed of them, he aſſured the 
public they were ſo. In ſome of his accounts he 
has ſaid the Sun of Righteouſneſs broke out upon 
them, as they were carrying to the gallows, and the 
like. In ſhort, no good man, after the moſt per« 
fe&t life, could be ſpoken of with greater conft- 
dence as admitted into Heaven, E 
However well-meaning this Clergyman might 
| be,(and that he was well-meaning,and a good man, 
there is great reaſon to think) yet ſuch declara- 
tions muſt appear to be prejudicial to. ſociety, 
as tending to- leſſen that care and diligence in the 
| whole conduRt of our lives, which the Scripture 

poſitively aſſures us is neceſlary to make our calling 
- or 


(15) 


or ſalvation ſure. It is not a few texts of Scrip- 
ture, probably, greatly miſunderſtood, that we ought 
to reſt ſo extremely an important matter on, but 
on the whole tenor of Scripture, and the nature and 
reaſon of things. And it may be affirmed that 


neither of theſe will ſupport, or give any founda- 
_ tion te theſe late aſſurances. It is not a rant of 


words, by whomſoever uttered, makes the truth of 
things, nor being worked up to an idea of inward 


feelings : ſober reaſon and reflexion will build no» | 


thing upon theſe. B 
We find in the foregoing account the DoQor 


telling Harris, his fellow convict, (who ſeems to 
have been of the moſt abandoned principles, and 
quite incorrigible, as he had been but a few months 


before condemned for a robbery to work on 


the Thames, but eſcaping from thence, returned 


to robbing again,) ©* That Chrift had ſuffered for 
« them, and that he himſelf was a greater gi 
& than he, as he had ſinned more again/t light and 


& conviction, and therefore his guilt was greater ; 


& and that as he himſelf was CONFIDENT that mer- 
&« cy was ſhewn to his ſoul, ſo he (Harris) ſhould look 
&« to Chrift, and _ 1s merits.” He prayed 
alſo, that as they ſuffered together, they might 29 
together to Heaven; and we are told Harris was, 
in a very ſhort ſpace of time, brought to ſay, that 
he hoped now he ſhould go to Heaven, p; 

However well-meaning and benevolent DoRtor 
Dodd might be in this, whatever he might think 
on the ſubjeR, the publiſhing of ſuch things muſt 
certainly tend to make Chriſtians believe they may 


eQ 


at any time obtain Heaven by only crying out for 


mercy, ſhedding tears, and pleading, or laying hold 


of (as the expreſſion is) the merits of Chriſt, 
That however they paſs their lives with a ſpirit, 


or 
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or in a manner altogether oppoſite to the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, yet they may, by calling upon him in 
their very laſt moments, be received by him as his - 
friends into Heaven : 'I ho' Chrift has pronounced 
them only to be his friends who keep his com- 
-mandments; nor does it appear he ever pro- 
nownced any others to be ſo» The circumſtances 
of the thief on the croſs are fo peculiar, and we 
know lo little about them, that no foundation can 
-be built thereon, T Soto: pe : | 
If we conſult reaſon, or the nature of things, 
nothing is more evident, with reſpeQ toafutureliſe, 


than that this life muſt' be a ſtate of preparation, 


or of qualifying us for the future life ; and that in 
'this ſtate we muſt get habits and qualities to fit us 
for that, Tt is by the improvement of our nature 
here that it is fitted for an higher ſtate hereafter, 
"This feems the defign of God'; this the conſtitution 
'of things which he has ſettled, God is, without 
doubt, as one of the Apoſtles has defined him, 
 Lovs ; he is alſo merciful and gracious, long-ſuf- 
fering, and forgiving imquity, and tranſgreſſion, and 
mm, Butyct he will not ajtcr the nature or confti= 
rution of thi: gs, ** They that take no delight in the 
exerciſe of wirtue in this flate, (ſays Dr. W hichcot, 
one of our moſt judicious Divines) :f, after this 
life, God ſhould remove them ints Heaven, they would 
take little ſatisfattion in the place, becauſe of an un- 
 Yuitable frame of ſpirit. For men muſt be ſuitable 
to the objeft in the enjoyment of which they receive 
ſatisfattion. Therefore ſuppoſe (though it is 1M+ 
POSSIBLE) that a man not renewed in his ſpirit, 
nor refined in his temper, that God, by power, ſhould 
remove ſuch a man into Heaven ; when he came thither 
he would not be ſatisfied either in the perſons, or in the 
.empleyment of that place, becauſe all theſe wouldbe con- 
| | |  'trary 


(277) 

ftrary unto him. Therefore it is ABSOLUTELY NE- 
CESSARY that we ſhould, by GooDNEss here, QUALI- 
FY and PREPARE ourſelves for happineſs hereafter © 
Por there 1s no happineſs in the meeting of things that 

are unlike, W hichcot's 6th Sermon, p. 441. S090 
that, according to the opinion of this judicious 
Divine, who certainly ſearched the Scriptures as 
much as Mr. Romaine, Mr. Rouquet, Dr, Dodd,. 
or any ſuch have done, there is no foundation for 
the hope of ſuch eaſy admiſſion into Heaven to 

thoſe who have paſſed their lives in proefligacy and 
injury, merely upon their crying out for mercy,and 

pleading the merits of Chriſt at their laſt hour, when 
a capital puniſhment ſtares them in the face, and 
which they know they muſt undergo. Burt ther2 
1s no occaſion to reſt the matter upon what this 
Divine has ſaid, however judicious, as we have 
7" what Chriſt has ſaid, In Luke ch, xiii. 25, &c. 
Far we find him repreſenting the caſ2 of thote who 
S had lived wicked lives, and not attended to his 
admonitions and precepts, calling upon him at the 

| laſt, and his. anſwer thereto: Then ſhall ye 
| begin to ſtand without, and to knack at the door, ſay- 
zng, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he ſhall anſwer, 
and ſay unto you, 1 know you nat whence ye are? 

Then fhall ye begin to ſay, We have eaten and drank 

in thy preſence ; and thou haſt taught in our ſtreets. 

gl But he ſhall ſay, 1 tell you, I know you not whence 

, ye are: Depart from me all ye workers of iniquity, 
In Matth: w, ch, vii. 21, &c, we find him ſpeaking 

| fill mor- expreſs to the purzoſe; Net every one 

* that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, hall enter into the 
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k kingdom of Heaven ; but he that dreth the W1LL 
of my FATHER which is in Heaven. Many 
will ſay unto me in that day, Lord, Lord, have 
not we propheſied in thy name, and in thy name have. 
B aſs 
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caſt out devils? and in thy name done many wonder - 

| ful works ? And then will I profeſs unto them I never 

knew you + Depart from me ye that work imiquity. _ 
Here we ſee thoie who had paſt their lives 1n int- 
| quity are rejected, notwithſtanding their cries and 
prayers, In the 7th chapter of Matthew, ver. 13, 
14, we find Jeſus ſaying to. his Diſciples, Enter ye in at 
the flrait gate ; fer wide ts the gate, and broad is the way, 
that leadeth to deſtrufion, and many there be which go in 
thereat. Becauſe STRAIT 1s the gate, and narrow 
is the wway, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
 findit, But ſurely if Chriſtians can lead wicked lives, 
and follow their own inclinations in every thing, till 
the few lait hours of their life, and then, by crying 
to Chriſt, and pleading his merits, be admitted into 
Heaven ; ſurely this can, with no propriety, be called 
a ſtrait gate to life that few can find; Jeſus Chriſt could 
not have ſpoken in this manner, had he conceived 
of Chriſtians entering into life by ſuch a way, In 
like manner we find the cry of the fooliſh virgins, who 
had not ol] 1n their lamps, (zhat 75s, had not acquired any 
habits of real virtue and piety) availed nothing ; tho? 
with Hitter tears, and in the moſt earneſt manner, it may 
be ſuppoſed, they ſupplicated Lord, Lord, open unto us, 
But he anſwered and ſaid, Verily I know you not,—This 
indicates that Chriſt had ro thought of palt negli- | 

" gence being to be retrieved by any expedient, or of fa (2 

/ vour being to be obtained by any importunity, i 

The parable of the marriage feaſt, wherein was 
found one who kad not a wedding garment on, and 4 
thereupon was Caſt 1ntv outward darkneſs, indicates 
that we cannot be partakers of the happineſs of Hea- 
ven, unleſs we have ca ſuch a life here as may qualify C 

_ us for it.—Ye are my friends, if ye do whatſcever 1 com- 
mand you, lays Chiilt to his Diſciples, John ch. xv, 

14. Bui we find in no place or text whatſoever, that 4 
he invicated they ſhould ever be his friends that did | 
not d0 what he cummanded, or lead a lie here ac= | | 

cording 
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cording to his precepts. ** Thoſe who do not live as 
Chriſt has commanded, (ſays Juſtin, one of the Pri- 
mitive Fathers of the Church) are not Chriſtians, al- 
though they bear the name, and although they can re- 
at by heart all the precepts and doQtrines of Chriſt ; 
Locunth he has pronounced to be /aved, not thoſe who 
talk of them only, but thoſe who praQtiſe them.””-.Other - 
texts or a of Chriſt, and indeed his wholeteachin, , . 

might be produced to this purpoſe. But we will pro- 
'ceed to what his Apoſtles have ſaid and praftiſed. St. . 
Paul, explaining what the. doftrine of the Goſpel is, 
--1n his Epiſtle-ro the Romans, Ch. 11. 5, and following 
verſes, ſays, There will be a day of revelation of the 
righteous judgement of God, who will render to every man + 
according to his deeds : To them who by patient continuance - 
in well-doing ſeek for glory and honour, and immortality, _ 
eternal life : But unto them that are contentious, and 
do nat obey the truth, but obey unrighteouſneſe, indignation 
and wrath ; tribulation aud anguiſh upon every foul of © 

man that doeth evil : but glory, honour, 'and peace, 10 
every man that worketh good : For not the hearers of the 
law are juft before God, but the doers of the law jhall be 
juſtified, in the day when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of men - 
by Jeſus Chriſt, according to my Grjpel —Apgain, St, Paul : 
{1ys, 2 Cor. v.g. 10. Wherefore wwe labour that we ma 

be accepted of him : For we muſt a!l appear before the judge- . 
ment feat of” Chriſt, that every one may receive the things 
done in his body according to that he hath done, awhether 
;1t be goed or bad. — Again, Galatians Ch! vi, 7, and 
' following, Be not deceived; God is not mocked : for - 
ewhatſcever a man fſoweth, that he ſhall alſo reap : For he - 
that ſowet b t9 his fieſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption + 
But he that Jowith ta the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap } 
life ewirlaſiing. If ye live after the fleſh, ye hall die ; © 
but if” ye through the ſpirit da mortify the deeds, of the - 
 bady, ye ſhall live, Paul tells us tr00 what he built 
his own hope of ſalvation on.  [ keep under (ſays he 
to the Corinthians) my body, and bring it inio ſubjection, 
I:ft that by any means, <vhen 1 have preached to others, T / 
any/elF foould be a CAST-AWAY, 1 C05, ix, 27, 
| > Þ WY + / 
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Here St. Paul plainly fixes the foundaticn of his 
final ſalvation on his ſubduing his animal nature, or 


his bodily appetites and affeQions, bringing them un- 
der .ſubjeRion to reaſon and the laws of Chriſt. Tho?! 


he perfeAly underſtood the goſpel, though he had 


preached and taught it to others, and converted vaſt 


numbers, and though he had the pifts of the ſpirit 
in a nigh degree, yet he abſolutely fixes his attaining 
to everlaſting life and happineſs upon his own ſtrenu- 


ous endeavours to live according to the precepts of 


Chriſt, by taking every poſſible method, uſing every 
care, employing every motive, and watching over 
every thing, to ſubdue his animal to his ſpiritual na» 


ture, This is all implied in the expreſſion of St, Paul, 
4 keep under my body, and bring it into ſubjeftion, leſt when 


1 have preached to others, I myſelf ſhould be a caſt-away. 
Noes St. Paul here give the leaſt indication that he 


| had any hope of being ſaved by crying out in his laſt 


hour to Jeſus Chriſt, pleading his merits and medi- 


ation ? | This certainly he would have done here, had 


he had any notion of a ſalvation to be obtained in 
that way. But he fixeth his hope of eternal happi- 
neſs on his ſtrenuous endeavours to lead a life agrees 
able to the precepts of Chriſt. —In another place, jult 


at the cloſe of life, he fixes his firm expeQation of. 


happineſs in Heaven on what he had done ; on his 
having perſevered in living a virtuous life. { have 
fought a goed fight, (ſays he) 1 hawe finiſhed my courſe ; 
1 hawe kept the faith ; | have been faithful, and never 


ſwerved from the precepts of Chriſt, Henceforth there is 


laid up for me a crown of righteouſn:/s, which the Lord, 


the righicous Judge, ſhall give me, — Here, by the ex- 
preſſion righteous Fudge, it is plain St, Paul expeQted. 


to b: judged agrecable to what he has ſaid elſewhere, 
according to the evorks he had done in the body ; and to 


receive a crown of righteouſneſs, or an immortal and | 
heaveuly life, on account of his righteouſneſs, or what 


was, through the goodneſs and will of God, due to 


him, for his having perſeveringly led a virtuous 


lie 1n this world, 
y | What 
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What doth it profit, (ſays another Apoſtle) :hough a 
man ſays he hath faith, and have not works ? Can faith 


fave him ? Faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being 
alone. By works a man is juſtified, and not by faith only. 


Epiſtle of St. James, Ch. 1i. 14, and following verſes, 


The writer of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews ſays ex. 
preſly, Without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord : PFol- 
low holineſs, without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord— 
the Lord Jeſus in Heaven, They ought well to ob» 
ſerve this who think it ſufficient for our ſalvation that 
Chriſt hath been holy, and plead it, and reſt upon it, 
for their acceptance, St. Paul tells us that zhe grace 
of God, which bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared to all 


men, teaching us that denying ungedlineſ5 and worldly Iufts, 
. ave ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this pre» 
ſent world ; and that Chriſt gave himſelf for us, —Let 
_ us mind for what St. Paul ſays he gave him/elf for us ; 
' Not that we ſhould plead his merits, or that he ſhould 
ſave us by his mediation, whether worthy or not. St. 


Paul indicates not a tittle of this, but ſays only and 


. expreſsly, that he gave himſelf for ur, to redeem us from 
all iniquity ; THAT 1s, as the next words explain it, that 


we ſhould leave all wickedneſs ; and that ſo he might 


purify unto himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of all good 


Works, —It would be to copy almoſt the whole New 


Teſtament to copy all the texts to this purpoſe, 


_ The caſe of the penitent thief on the croſs, upon 


. which ſo much 1s improperly founced, is ſo vaſtly dif- 
_ ferent from that of any other dying perion born and 


educated under the religion of Chriit, that there is no 
juſt ground to build the final acceprance+ of any Chriſ- 
tian of the preſent time on the like foundation. And a 


' Divine cf the preſent time has obſerved, that if it is 


the deſign of God finally to reſtore the moſt flagrant 
ſinners after this manner, the goſpel inſtructions are. 


| but of little uſe, ard the virtues and piety of good. 
Chriſtians but of ſmall advantage. Not the leaſt itreſs, 


therefore, can, with any re:ſon, or conſiſtent with 
the tenor of the New Teſtament throughout, be laid, 
upon the acceptaiice of the penitent on the croſs for 
any Chriſtian at preſent. to hope acceptance on the 
like footi 2 Thus 
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Thus from attending to reaſon, arid the effential na- 
ture of things, and alſo to the main. tenor of 'the New 


Teſtament, which whoever will tead with due attention, 


and without prejudice, will fee to 'be as has been fer 
. forth in the preceding quotations from it, we fhall 
find that the only way to enjoy happinefs in another 
world, is to lve virtuouſly and hohly in this. And to 
"this m#y be. added, as a corroborating circumftance, 
"the univerſal ſentiments of the primitive Chriſtians ; 
among whom we find, by the hiſtory of them, that 


nothing was ſpoken of as giving any ground for an 


enrrance into Heaven, but living a good fe here, It 


was-not till the profeſſors of Chriſtianity began to be_ 
corrupt in their manners, that the profeſſed teachers of 


it bzgun,inorder to ſooth and ſpeak ſmooth things to their 
hearer:,'o ſubſtitute ſomething beſides a pure, holy, and 


blameavle life, as a means of admittance into the kinp- 
dom of Heaven; and from hence aroſe extreme union, 


 abſolution, prayers for the dead, an the like, in the 


Romiſh church ; and unhappily we have ſomething of 
the like tendency in our own ; and of Jate years have _ 


greatly encreaſed among us preachers who, either 


through ignorance or deſign, not only ſubſtitute ſomes . t 
thing elſe for the attainment of eternal hte, beſides a. 


pure, juſt, and holy life, but even before it ; for they 
will pronounce the moſt abandoned ſinner all his life, 
for merely exprefling in his laſt moments a contrition, 


and pleading the merits and mediation of Chriſt, as 
certainly admitted into Heaven, whilftt they will in= . 


finuate thoſe who have led good lives, as ſhut our, if 


they do not feel, or pretend to feel, this reſting upon + 
Surely if there 1s 
{t and moſt numerous . 
texts of the New Teſtament, Tnd th=s wile tenor of - 
it, ( and certainly ſuch may be underitood) ſuch - 


the merits of Chriſt, and the like. 
any underitancing of the plai 


preachers may juitly be ſaid, as, Chriſt ſaid of the 


| Scribes and Phariſees of old, to make the command . 


ments of God of none eff. Such preachers deceive 


the people, it noc themielves, by laying hold of ſome 
particular texts of Scripture, which, according io the 
moſt judicious Divines and commentators, and the 

; | whoie . 


/ 


ft 


Eo 
whole tenor of the New Teſtament, are, and ought to 
be underſtood of the Diſpenſation-of the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion,or asr elating to thoſe to whom it was firſt propa- 
gated, and not to individual Chriſtians, or thoſe of the 


_ preſent age. According to the moſt judicious expo- 
| fitors of Scripture, what 1s ſaid Ads Ch. iv. 12, there 
is no other name under Heaven (but the name of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt) g:7ven among men, whereby we muſt be ſaved ; nei- 


ther is there ſalvation in any other, ſignifies no. more than 
that there 15 no other among men, neither Patriarch, 


\ Prophet, or King, by whom God had declared to the 


world a remiſſion of all paſt fins which had afore been 


" commirted, and the reward of eternal life, on condition 
of acknowledging Jeſus as their Lord and Maſter,or Ir 


ſruQor, and in conſequence living according to his pre- 


_ Cepts. Whoever conſiders the context with attention, will. 


ſee this to be the ſenſe of this place. In lke manner the 
anſwer given by St. Paul to the queſtion of the goalor, 
What ſhall I do to be ſaved ? implies his forſaking what 


fins he had lived in, and leading a good he for the fu- . 
ture; for this throughout the New "Teſtament is the ab- 


ſolute condition of, and the full meaning of believing in 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, And all the expreſſions where 


Chriſt is ſpoken of as /aving the world, will, upon exa- 
miration, and comparing them with other texts, and 
the whole tenor of the New Teſtament, be found to 


ſignity /aving them by turning them by his doctrine. 


and precepts from a wicked to a virtuous courſe of 


life, & ſo making them MEET to be inheritors of eternal 
life. And all the exprefſions of Chrift comrg into the . 
. world to Jave ſinners, will be found to mean vothing_. 
more than calling them to repentance, and ſuch a courle 

of life for the future as would fit them for eternal life, 
_ See Matthew ix. 13. Mark 11. 17. Luke v. 22. And 
- What is ſaid of zhe forgiveneſs of fins through Chrit, or 
- by his Name, will be found, upon conſidering the whole 
tenor of the New Teſtament, to be ſpoken of that 
_ plenary forgiveneſs which God publiſhed by him to the 


race of mankind then upon the earth of all their paſt 
fins, if ſo be they received the revelation of his will 


made by Chrift, and lived according to his precepts 


for 
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for the time to come. At the time of Chriſt's and his 
Apoſtles preaching the Goſpel, the whole Gentile _ 
world was immerſed in groſs idolatry, and conſequent. 
ly in a ſtate of revolt or apoſticy from God; they 
were alſo almoſt univerſally living in the moſt flagi- 
tious wickedneſs, Sce Romans 1. 18. and following 
verſes. The Jews alſo, in general, were grievous fſin- 
'ners againſt the law of everlaſting righteouſneſs, And 
| therefore God publiſhing by Chrift to ſuch heinous of- 
fenders a full pardon for all their paſt offences, re- 
ceiving them into his favour, on their turning from the 
wicked courſe of life they had lived in, and putting 
them in the way of obtaining eternal life, by giving 
them the precepts and example of Chriſt to follow as a 


- "ſure guide thereto, was an aſtoniſhing a@ of grace 
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"or Divine love, and is therefore juſtly ſpoken of in the 
*high*ſt terms, and merits our admiration, and to raife 


mercy of the Divine Being, which cannot be ſufficiently 


- Nothing that has been ſaid in theſe reflexions is in- 
"tended to be applied to the- unhappy perſons whole caſe 
' Fave occaſion to them ; God-pgrant, if agreeable to his 


' conſtitution of things, their hopes may not be diſap- 


pointed; but theſe'reflexions were written ſolely to warn 


- Others not to-think, from a few texts of the New Teſ- 
tament not rightly underſtood, that they can attain to 
_ glory and honour, and immortality, in another - world, 


but by hving /oherlp, righteoufly, and godly, in this preſent 
aworld, "hey will find, notwithſtanding what preachers 
may tell them, who ſtudy to ſpeak /mooth things to 
them, and to affect their paſſions rather than their rea- 
fon, 1f they will conſider the whole tenor of the New 


 'Teſtawent, that there is no condition offered them of : 
at vreppy eternal Life, independent of living /cberly, - ' 


righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent <world. God gratit 
| that every one way attend to this, and not deceive t Emo 
ſelves in this moſt important of all matters by vain. ' 


*. 


| hopes, for which there 1s no proper foundation in tae. 


Teſtament of our Lord Jeſas Chriſt, 
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